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Editorial Note 
During our recent stay in Bangladesh, we had the pleasure to meet twice Fr. Luigi Paggi 
at Rishilpi's compound in Satkhira.  
On December 27 we had lunch with him, Laura and Enzo, and our girl. 
On January 6 he was leaving to Italy. You can see his ability in carrying luggage on his 
mythical motorbike! 
We are very happy that Fr. Luigi arrived safe at home, and we wish him a pleasant stay. 

Lella Kaki and Dino Kaka 
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Dear Readers, 
The first month of the New Year 2019 is already over! Time goes so quickly. February 
has already started and winter time in Bangladesh is almost finished. But in Italy it 
seems that winter has just started... 
Fr. Luigi left Bangladesh at the beginning of last month of January 2019 and he is now 
in his village in Northern Italy. He is the only habitant of his paternal house and the 
nearby environment whitened with snow which recently has arrived bringing a very 
cold wave. 
Fr. Luigi took these pictures just to give our Readers in Bangladesh an idea of what the 
environment covered with snow looks like.  
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Rimon Gain 

Probably our Readers already know that the small Christian outstation of Mundaland 
near the Sunderban Forest will be looked after by Mr. Rimon Gain. 
Mr. Rimon Gain is a Christian Bangladeshi young man over thirty who has taken 
responsibility of running that institution as long as Fr. Luigi will remain in Italy. 
Mr. Rimon is Ms. Dipa’s husband and they have a lovely child named Ridi. The name 
“Ridi” comes from the first two letters of Rimon and Dipa, the names of her parents. 
A very interesting way for giving a name to a child!  
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Mr. Rimon Gain came to Jisur Nam Ashram around the middle of last month of 
December and played a very important role making arrangements for all the various 
Christmas decorations. At the same time he got aware of his future assignment and 
responsibility he would have to carry out. 
A month has already passed and Rimon has proved to be up to what has been expected 
from him. He has been looking after everything diligently, carefully and efficiently. 
Congratulations Rimon Da! The word “Da” stands for “Dada” which in Bengali means 
“Elder brother”. This is the way Mr. Rimon Gain is called by the girls staying at Jisur 
Nam Ashram. Mr. Rimon Gain has a strong interest in agricultural work. So he has 
started giving both theoretical and practical agricultural training to the girls staying at 
Jisur Nam Ashram. For sure this kind of knowledge will be very useful to the girls for 
their future life. These girls will be very grateful to Rimon Da for sharing his interest 
and experience in this very important field. 
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Marianna and Benedetto 

Usually during the dry season 
visitors and guests venture into 
rural Bangladesh and spend some 
time there. In winter the weather 
is very comfortable and the roads 
are dry, so visitors and guests can 
move around without any 
difficulty. 
Two very honourable guests went 
to Jisur Nam Ashram two weeks 
ago and spent a night there. This 
has not been the first visit to our 
place for Mr. Benedetto Abbiati 
and Ms. Marianna Gugiatti. 
Benedetto is the youngest brother 
of late Fr. Giovanni Abbiati, Fr. Luigi’s class mate and friend. Fr. Giovanni changed the 
life of so many Bangladeshi women by getting them involved in handicrafts work which 
created a real social, cultural and economic revolution among those women. 
Every year Benedetto and Marianna come to Bangladesh to visit those groups of 
women to encourage them to continue that revolution. 
Every year both Benedetto and Marianna pay a visit to Jisur Nam Ashram. The tribal 
Munda people of the Sunderban Forest are quite happy to welcome these two 
honourable guests who are their friends and benefactors as well. 
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Nilima e Shopna 

For sure our Readers will remember Ms. Nilima Munda who was the founder of 
SAMMSS: Sunderban Adibashi Munda Mohila Somobay Somiti, i.e. Credit Union of the 
Tribal Munda Women of the Sunderban Forest.  
Ms. Nilima Munda got married five years ago and now she lives with her husband who 
works in a factory nearby Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. 
Recently Nilima heard that there are still some tribal Munda families who are tempted 
to force their daughters into a premature marriage which could be extremely 
dangerous for their lives. 
Therefore for a few weeks Nilima will visit all the villages where her tribal Munda 
community lives and will conduct a campaign against this bad tradition which has been 
harming so many lives of so many young girls. 
As a good number of rebel and disobedient Munda girls have been fighting against this 
awful custom forced and premature marriages have decreased a lot among the tribal 
Munda people of the Sunderban Forest. 
Through her campaign Nilima is determined to put an end to that very bad custom: we 
are sure that her efforts will be successful and so many Munda girls will be highly 
benefitted by Nilima’s precious and important work! 
Shopna Munda who is a trained nurse will be helping Nilima in this campaign. 
 
Well done, Nilima and Shopna! Congratulations and best wishes! 
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Chompa and Bahamoni 

Chompa Munda is a college student. She studies History. She has learnt very good 
English and she has acquired a good amount of knowledge about computers.  
Last year she worked with a local NGO for various months and when she became 
unemployed she set up a poultry farm along with Bahamoni Munda.  
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Very soon both of them will join the small NGO of the tribal Munda people of the 
Sunderban Forest and will work as field workers and facilitators. 

 

 
 
Recently Chompa got a scholarship from the hands 
of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh. She got a good 
amount of money she will use for her studies. 
Chompa’s family members will be very proud of her 
for this achievement! 
As a student of History we will encourage her to 
write the history of her own people who played 
such an important role in clearing the jungle of the 
Sunderban Forest to get cultivable land out of it. 
Some kind of history of the tribal Munda people of 
the Sunderban forest has never been written... 
Chompa Munda may try to write it! 
 
Congratulations, Chompa! And best wishes for your 
brilliant future! 
 


