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MEC (Munda Education Centre) & SAMMSS (Co-operative of the Tribal Women of the Sunderban Forest)
Jisur Nam Ashram - Ishwaripur, Shyamnagar, Satkhira

26th July 1948-2018:
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FATHER LUIGI!
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Dear Readers,
The main news for the month of July is about the rainy season which started
a month ago and it is going on at full swing.
It rains almost everyday and the environment is full of mud.
When it rains heavily, people and vehicles take shelter in the veranda of our
house... so we are not lonely at all...!
The most useful thing during this time of the year is an umbrella.
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In spite of the heavy downpours which occur almost every day we had some
visitors also during the month of July. We had a group of people coming from
Rishilpi.
A mixed group: some lovely Bangladeshi young ladies and a group of
foreigners: a young man from Friuli in Italy who is a physiotherapist and
came to work with disabled children staying at Rishilpi, a young girl from
Torino who is a college student and Federica, a middle aged lady from Rome
who is a university professor and a strong supporter of Rishilpi activities.
Federica fell in love with the green environment of rural Bangladesh and
rural people with whom she felt at home. The simple village people will not
forget her so easily.
The group of visitors was led by Enzo, the founder and Director of Rishilpi
who can be seen with Fr. Luigi in the group picture.

The visitors had in mind to enter the forest but during this time of the year
the Royal Bengal Tiger is quite hungry... moreover the bandits of the forest
are looking forward to kidnapping people and then asking for ransom to let
them free... so the forest office officials are not so keen on giving foreign
people permit to enter the forest.
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The group of visitors had to be happy to have a glimpse of the forest from far
away. They could actually watch a “tiger”! That is just a dummy made for
tourists…
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But during one of her a rides on the mythical mechanical steed of Fr. Luigi…
Federica had the lucky chance to see a true elephant!
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Another joyful news is that we have had a special guest staying with us since
several days. The guest is a Filipino young lady with her child. The lady’s
name is Ivy. And her child’s name is Samuel Ivan. This lady’s husband is a
Bangladeshi gentleman who runs a crab business at the edge of the
Sunderban Forest. Since this lady has come to stay with us the girls living at
Jisur Nam Ashram can have a good training in holding a baby in her arms...
and very often all of us can enrich our daily diet with delicious crabs.
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The most sensational news of the month is that one of the girls staying at
Jisur Nam Ashram got married almost suddenly.
Her name is Sulota and last year her parents had organized a registered
marriage for her.
But Sulota did not go to live with her husband and parents in law. She was
rather upset with her husband who would try to keep her under his control
and prevent her from continuing her studies and doing what she likes so
much: that is dancing...
Sulota is a brilliant dancer. So a couple of months ago she sent a divorce
paper to her previous husband she had never lived with. And a few weeks
ago she got married with the boy she liked and now she lives with him in his
parents’ house. But she still keeps coming at Jisur Nam Ashram where she
has important works to do.
This time Sulota’s marriage was not a forced marriage but a love marriage.
We wish the new couple all the best !
And we hope the new couple will not start bringing many children into this
world as Bangladesh is already crowded.
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The last news of this month is that Fr. Luigi on the 26th of this month has
celebrated his 70th birthday.
His birthday has been celebrated in a befitting manner in the morning with
the group of young men of SAMS, the small NGO which is working for the
development of the tribal Mundas of the Sunderban Forest and in the
evening with the girls staying at Jisur Nam Ashram.
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Fr. Luigi is now an old man and very soon we’ll have to provide him with a
walking stick.
We think that somebody else will be needed very soon to replace Fr. Luigi to
run Jisur Nam Ashram.
We have a lot of friends and well wishers: we hope somebody will come
forward !
From Bangladesh,
The Girls of JNA
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