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EDITORIAL
Searching the roots of the tribal Munda.
by Fr. Luigi Paggi
Three Munda young men, who could reach a high level of educations thanks to our
Christian Mission, went to Jharkhand, the land their ancestors came from nobody
exactly knows when as there is nothing written on the history of the tribal Mundas of
the Sunderban Forest. The three young men who undertook this historical journey are:
Mr. Krishnapada Munda, Mr. Ram Proshad Munda and Mr. Gopal Munda. They went by
train in search of their ancestral roots to Jharkhand via Calcutta. Then they reached
Ranchi, the capital city of Jharkhand and spent there two weeks going around various
villages and meeting people. They were welcome with great honour by both Munda
elite persons and simple village people. They were also able to find out the villages and
places their ancestors came from.
Briefly: the main purpose of that journey was searching the roots of the tribal Munda
people who have been living for more than two centuries in the Southern area of
Bangladesh and it appears that search has been successful. The three “explorers”
brought various things from their ancestral land such as books and Munda flags etc.
The most precious thing they have brought is the copy on a pen drive of the famous
Enclycopedia Mundarica written by the Jesuit Missionaries one hundred years ago
(original books are depicted in the photo montage in the cover of this newsletter).
One of the most important places they visited was the birth place of Birsa Munda, the
famous revolutionary Munda leader who fought against the British to free his people
from their oppression more than a century ago.
Ram, Gopal and Khrisnapada at Birsa Munda's Museum in Ulihatu.
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With Munda “elite persons” in Ranchi.

The Flag of Ranchi has the same colors as that of Italian “Tricolore”.

3

With “ancestors” of Khrisnapada in Joshpur.

With “ancestors” of Gopal in Sarzoma.
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NEWS FROM JNA
Eventually the rainy season is over!
This year we had plenty of rain which caused devastating floods in the Northern parts
of the Country. For several months uncountable villages got under water and village
people lost everything. But Bangladeshi people are accustomed to this kind of natural
calamities and they will start reconstructing everything again.
We are quite lucky to live in this Southern part of the Country. Underground water and
canals and river water is salty but rivers and canals are not silted: therefore they can
carry away surplus of rain and our area does not get flooded.
This year the only inconvenience of the rainy season has been that it went on and on:
it lasted until the end of October. Therefore our attempts to start cultivating the winter
vegetables in advance have failed miserably, the land is still muddy and before being
able to enjoy fresh lettuce and juicy tomatoes we will have to wait until the end of the
current year.
Our farmers Shadon and Poritosh Munda have started sowing winter vegetable seeds
and planting seedlings on the earth which has dried up. But they will have to wait
several weeks to see our garden full of various kinds of lettuces, carrots, egg plants,
cabbages, cauliflowers, tomatoes, potatoes and so on.
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In our garden we have a good number of coconut trees. It takes more than ten years for
a coconut tree to start producing fruits. Eventually coconuts production has started!
But we did not know that in order to have more coconuts once a year the trees must be
cleaned.
In rural Bangladesh there are special people whose profession is cleaning coconut
trees. These people are called gachi i.e. tree cleaners.
Recently one of these gachis came to clean all our coconut trees. Now we hope our
coconut production will increase more and more.
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By cleaning coconut trees
a lot of both green and dried
branches can be collected.
All this stuff can be turned
into fuel for cooking. In this
way by cleaning coconut
trees also the problem of fuel
for cooking is solved, at least
for some time.
Moreover from the green
leaves of coconut tree
branches brooms can be
made. These brooms are
used by everybody in rural
Bangladesh to sweep floors,
yards, roads and everything.
Konika Das, an out caste
young lady abandoned by
her husband and already
mother of a three years old child, is the expert maker and producer of these brooms.
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During the rainy season a special tree has been growing in our garden. At the beginning
of the rainy season Chompa Munda took a keen interest in this kind of tree whose
scientific botanic name is Hibiscus sabdariffa (also know as rosella karkadé, red tea, red
sorrel, Jamaica sorrel, and sour tea) and planted it everywhere.
So this year we’ll have a nice crop from this precious plant whose dried flowers are
used to make both a wonderful red tea and delicious jams and jellies and its leaves can
be eaten as tasty spinach.
For sure our winter visitors will enjoy this stuff very much.
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The 1st of November an important event has started. Four Munda girls who have been
staying at Jisur Nam Ashram have started the first important examination in their life
after having attended school for eight years.
This exam will entitle the students who enter it to get the Junior School Certificate
if they can pass .
The four girls having this exam are: Konika, Tumpa, Lipika and Supria.
Should they be so well prepared for this exam as they are so well dressed in a few
years’ time we could have four knowledgeable young ladies the entire Munda tribe
could be proud of.

We wish these four “peacocks” all the best for the exams they are
having and for their future.

10

For sure many among our readers must have heard of BaSE, the handicrafts
organization set up by Fr. Luigi’s friend and classmate Fr. Giovanni Abbiati many years
ago. This organization is quite renowned in this South Western part of Bangladesh as it
has been offering thousand of women a way to earn their livelihood. A few days ago,
Theophile and Eila, two managers of BaSE, came to our house to meet local women and
consider the possibility of opening a handicrafts center also in this place.
We hope such a project will turn into reality as early as possible!
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